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SUNDAY BASE BALL
LEGAL IN CAPITAL,

IS COURT VERDICT
Justice Gould Holds Commissioners

Had No Power to
Outlaw Sport.

GAMES MAY BE PLAYED
UNTIL CONGRESS FORBIDS

Decision Also Opens Way for Sunday
Performances at Local

Theaters.

APPEAL OF CASE IS LIKELY

Commissioner Newman Thinks Test

Probable, But Waits for Board

to Take Formal
Action.

I.
Professional base ball may be

played i:i the District of Columbia
on Sunday, according to the decisionof Justice Gould in the DistrictSupreme Court today.
The justice, in effect, declared

that there is no law in the Districtof Columbia forbidding the
playing of base ball games at
which admission is charged, and
thatj police regulations to the

contrary notwithstanding, games
may be played on Sunday the
same as on any other day.

Asked for an Injunction.
The case was the one in which Samuel

S. Edmonston. jr.. proprietor of the old
Union League Base Ball Park, near 15th
and II streets northeast, asked an injunctionagainst the Commissioners of the
District of Columbia. Maj. Sylvester,
superintendent of police; Assessor Richardsand the District of Columbia, to
prevent interference with a game of base
ball scheduled to be played at the park
between the R. P. Andrews team of this
city and the Baltimore Federal League
team.
In effect. Justice Gould's decision was

as follows;
"The situation in the District of Columbiain reference to its government Is

unique. I know of no other community
placed in the same situation. The Constitutionof the United States in its most <

explicit terms vests all legislative power
over the District of Columbia in Con-
gress. A very interesting question is,
how far Congress can delegate power con- '

ferred by the Constitution to any person
or body outsiae 01 vougresa iwcu .

Powers Not That Broad.

"I am very firm in the opinion that
the language used in the joint resolution
cannot be construed to apply to the gen-
eral laws regarding Sunday labor. Is it J
not better that when we have a Sunday
law. it be passed by the body which has

legislative authority? I find no power J
granted broad enough to cover the act
of the Commissioners in enacting this
regulation. The joint resolution of 189*2
says the Commissioners are authorized J
to make all such reasonable and usual
police regulations.
"I cannot believe that this ordinance

which we are now considering is reasonable.It is an offense against the fourteenthamendment of the Constitution in
that it is unreasonable. I am not criti- 1

cising the Commissioners in attempting
to enforce it; they did their duty until <

it was up to 'the courts or Congress to ]
construe otherwise. I will continue the \
injunction and issue a mandamus, if necessary.for the issuance of the license."

D. W. Baker, appearing for Samuel S. 1

fcldmonston. to whom the license had '

been refused to conduct base ball games 1

on Sundays at the old Union Ueague
Park, saised the question as to why the
CAmmiiminnors should discriminate as be-
tween moving pictures and base ball exhibitions.Attorney Baker declared that
the question is whether or not. at the
present tin:', there is any law in effect
in the District of Columbia which pro-
liibits th«- playing of a game of base ball
at which an admission fee is charged on

Sunda>- He argued that there is no

such lav. in effect.

Salmon Case Is Cited.
He criticised severely the attempt of the
'ommissioners to prohibit certain forms
of amusements, and to look with favor on

others. He cited the celebrated Salmon
case, which was brought to the attention
of the Police Court in 1010, wherein Sal-
mon was charged wtth violating the regulationin question. At that time he made
x motion to quash the information on the
grounds that the Commissioners had no

power, and on the further ground that
it did not apply to base ball played in the
open.
At that tiipe. he said, the court shared

his opinion, the information was quashed
and Attorney Baker laid particular stress
on the fact that the corporation counsel,
jepresenting the Commissioners, did not
bring the matter for final decision to the
<'ourt of Appeals. 1

"Upon what theory." asked Attorney
Baker, "have the Commissioners of the
District of Columbia the right to step
into a realm of legislation in regard to
Sunday laws? I'pon what theory can the
municipality say we are going to make
this or that unlawful when Congress
has never said it was unlawful?
The regulation in question, he declared,

was a regulation adopted without au-
Miurilj, rtil'j uiuii > uii(,icon icgioiaicn un

the subject and l'orbals the playing of
base ball oti Sunday the. Commissioners
are powerless in the matter.

Mr. Syme Opens Argument.
Corporation Counsel Syme opened the

argument. He expressed doubt as to tlie
right of the Commissioners to prevent
^Wnday base baM under the police power
of the District of Columbia. He thought.
Jhowever. that the police regulation known
as section lt> of article Itf is broad enough
to cover base ball games on Sunday.
In the course of his argument Mr.

Syme said
T- "I am willing to admit that the questionis very doubtful as to whether under
4he terms of a joint resolution Congress
Intended to invest the Commissioners with
the power of the regulation of the observanceof Sunday in the District of Columbia.I feel justified in saying, however,that in the presence of doubt upon
the subject, the then Commissioners were

justified in feeling that it was their duty
to pass such regulations as were usual in
municipalities upon this subject in the
Joint interest of good order and the pub(Continu*d on Second Page.)
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District Court of Appeals Rules

ejected. ine police on duty outswe naa
a hard struggle to save them from rough £

handling by the hostile crowd. c

The "wild women" of the Women's So- c

cial and Political Union, the militant suf- 1

fragette organization, made two separate
attacks on the national art treasures. \
The turmoil of the battle in the vicinity \

of Buckingham Palace, where a column i

of determined women yesterday attempt- (

ed to reach the king with a petition, had j
barely subsided when early this morning \
a woman, armed with a loaded cane, ruinedfive masterpieces in the National Gal- 1

iery. %\Almost simultaneously another woman r
wrecked a picture hanging in the Royal t
Academy of Art. Both women were ar- *
rested. JThe perpetrator of the outrage at the eRoyal Academy when brought up at the
police court gave the name of Mary rSpencer. She was committed for trial at gthe sessions. Addressing the magistrate \
as a "bumptious old pontius pilate" the taccused kept the proceedings lively with j.an abusive tirade.
A little later the magistrate before

whom were brought the fifty-seven
women arrested in connection with yesterday'sdisturbance was compelled to £suspend the proceedings because the ac-
cused created such a din that nothing
could be heard. *

aThose Pictures Damaged.
The pictures damaged at the National 1

Gallery were a "Madonna and Child With JInfant Saints." "A Portrait of Girolamo i
Malatini," "Sts. John and Christopher i
and the Doge," "A Landscape With the 1

Death of St. Peter," and "Christ's Agony Jin the Garden." t
The painting gashed at the Royal Acad- 1

emy was "Primavera," by George Clausen.d
j hc avauoiu; vv as luicu vvit.ii <L lilHIllUUiblethrong when a woman drew a butch- P

gr's cleaver which she had concealed in e
tier clothing and dashed at the picture, s
Attendants at once seized her, and it s
was only the presence of the police which e
prevented her from being roughly han- £
iled by the irate spectators. v
Both women refused to give their f

lames. The National Gallery vandal left a
a trail of blood behind her from cuts "V
from broken glass. The National Gallery
was immediately closed and all the stulentsturned out.

Disorder in Courtroom. 1(
h

The scenes at Bow street police court s
when the women arrested during yester- 0
lay's battle were arraigned today sur- p
passed in wildness all previous efforts of i;
Lhe militant party. A male suffragist j
who somehow had found a perch among t
Lhe rafters blew ear-piercing variations t
if the "Marseillaise"' on a cornet and sthen sounded the "charge." This was
the signal for volleys of bags of flour 1

and other missiles to be thrown at the t
magistrate. Sir John Dickinson. I
Three policemen were required to preventone of the prisoners from throwing

herself over the rail of the inclosure. Anotherwoman removed her shoe and hurled
it at the head of the magistrate, who
L-aught it deftly in' his extended hand.
When the magistrate suspended the hearingand ordered the court cleared there
was a free tight.
Subsciuentlv the women were usraAn

brought in. Most of them were bound
over to keep the peace for six months,
but they unanimously refused to lind
sureties.
Theophile O. Grandpre of Chicago, who

was knocked unconscious by a mounted
policeman's horse during the suffragist
raid on Buckingham Palace, told the policetoday that he was robbed of $250 by
two men who came to his assistance.

Fail to Destroy Mansion.
IJ5ICKSTER. England. May 22..An attemptearly today by militant suffragettes

to burn Stougliton Hall, a picturesque
mansion here, was frustrated by the
watchfulness of a passing gamekeeper.
He noticed a column of smoke rising f
from the house and awakened the care- *

takers, who extinguished the flames. A
quantity of kerosene and inflammables
was found, and there was suffrage literaturescattered all about the grounds.

WESTERN YALE CLUBS MEET.

Eleventh Annual Session of AssociationOpens in Cincinnati.
CINCINNATI. Ohio. May S2.The *

eleventh annual meeting of the Asso- <

Hated Western Vale Clubs opened here i

today. Five hundred delegates from
various parts of the United States are 1
here to attend the convention.
The program Included the reception of

visitors and a business meeting, at which
was discussed "In What Respect Can ]
the Western Association Be of the
Greatest Benetit to Vale?" #*nd "The Re-
juvenation of Athletics." Social activ-
ities occupied the rest of the day.
The program for tomorrow includes a

business meeting in the morning, at
which officers, will be elected for the en- '

suing year; athletic contests and sports
in the afternoon, and the formal banquet
at night, at which Prof. William HowardTaft will be the toastmaster.

Mexican Refugees Carry Smallpox.
BISBKK. Ariz., May 'St..Smallpox was

reported today to have broken out in
the Mexican quarters of the city. The
disease was brought here by federal
sympathizers recently deported from
Sonoro, according to city authorities.

5and Sat- M
tempera:stwinds.
FIFTEEN ^

HARANGUE KING
AND DAMAGE ART

Militant Suffragettes of Eng;
land Resume Their Stirring

Outbreaks.

QUEEN ALSO A TARGET
OFVOTESEEKERS" SHAFTS

Wild Scenes Are Enacted in Court j

When "Wild Women" Are
Arraigned.

TiONDON. May 22..King George and
Queen Mary were compelled to listen to 2

the harangue of a militant suffragette (

this afternoon while they were attending 2

a matinee at His Majesty's Theater. A 2

woman rose in the stalls and began to c

address the king. t
"You Russian czar!" she shrieked. The c

attendants quickly rushed in and tried to \

iret her out, but found that she was r

chained to the seat. They had to file I
through a link before she could be re- t
moved.
While this was in progress half a *

Jozeri women in different parts of the t
theater started shouting at his majesty, j
C)ne of them jumped on the stage and t
commenced a speech. When she had (

been thrown out others began.
Eventually all the disturbers were

Against Action of Commissioners.

OFFICE NEVER VACANT,
JUSTICE ROBB HOLDS

Attempted Appointment of Successor
to Assistant Assessor Held to Be

Mere Nullity.

The removal of Samuel T. KaJbfus as
in assistant assessor of the District of
"olumbia was illepra1 and void and the
Lttempted appointment of his successor
l mere nullity, according to the decision
>f the District Court of Appeals rendered
oday. Justice Robb. speaking for the
ourt, declared the office had never been
acant and in contemplation of law "the
elator has never been out of his office,
>ut. In fact, he has been, and now is,
>eing illegally excluded from it."
Declaring mandamus to be the most

idequate remedy to restore Mr. Kalbfus
:o his rights, the court directs that the
udgment of Justice Barnard of the Dis:rictSupreme Court be reversed and the
rause remanded for further proceedings.

Justice Barnard's Ruling-.
Justice Barnard held that the Commislionershad discretion as to the removal

>f a member of the board, and having
icted within that discretion, the court
vould not review the action.
Justice Robb sustains the contention of

Attorney Frank J. Hogan for the assistantassessor that the oath of office
taken before the assessor by one of his
assistants Is valid. Even if invalid, the
:ourt suggests, the Commissioners having
illowed Mr. Kalbfus to serve under it
tor many years may not be heard to attackit.
The right of the Commissioners to renovea member of the board of assistint assessors was curtailed, the court
Inds, by the act of 1902, prohibiting: renovalexcept for causes mentioned. By
his act notice and hearing before the
ribunal charged with the duty of acordingit and of determining the Issues
ecame requisite, the court holds, to the
xercise of Jurisdiction.
"The fact that the conduct of an official
nay have been the subject of inquiry,"
lays Justice Robb, "before another tri>unaldoes not relieve of its duty the
irbunal charged by law with according a
tearing before removing him."

Commissioners' Claim.
The Commissioners claimed it wa» unlecessaryto try Kalbfus, since a comnitteeof Congress had found that he had
ngaged in real estate speculation while
member of the board of assessors.
Without passing on the right of the
iresent board of Commissioners to reiewthe finding of their predecessors,
he court declares it is .certain they had
10 power to review that finding without
lotice to Mr. Kalbfus. This could no
nore be done, the court suggests, than
;ould the former board, after two years
lad elapsed, have reopened the case and
-eversed their finding without notice to
tim.
"When the defendants passed their orlerof removal," continues Justice Robb,
'the relator was in the actual and legal
ossession of his office. Congress having
xplicitly withdrawn from the Commisionersthe power of removal except for
pecified causes, notice and hearing were
ssential requisites to remove at all.
ilnce their order of removal was passed
without notice and hearing, it necessarily
ollows that their action constituted an

.rbitrary exercise of power and was
oid."

Refused to Resign.
August 18 last Mr. Kalbfus received a

etter from the Commissioners offering
im an opportunity to resign from the
ervice of the District. He declined and
n the next day the Commissioners
.ocuaH on nrrlur rpmovine him and nam-

ng Edward W. Oyster as his successor,

dr. Kalbfus acknowledged the receipt of
he dismissal order, but notified the auhoritiesthat he claimed the office and
tood ready to perform the functions of
he office if not prevented. The proffer
o return to work was ignored and Mr.
Calbfus had recourse to the courts.

It is considered probable in view of
:oday*s decision that Mr. Kalbfus will
>e entitled to pay for the time he lias
>een excluded from the office. The court
lolds the office has never been vacant
ind that Mr. Kalbfus has been both in
aw and fact a member of the board of
isslstant assessors.

Newman Declines to Comment.
Commissioner Newman was informed of

:he Kalbfus decision by a reporter of
The Star. He declined to comment on it
intil he has seen a copy of Justice Robb's
ruling. The Commissioner said that he
vould probably call a meeting of the full
>oard of District heads late this afterloonor early tomorrow for the purpose
>f considering what action will be taken
n the matter. The office of the assessor
>f the District is under Commissioner
Newman's personal supervision.

GEN. SICKLo./ ESTATE SMALL.

three Grandchildren Are Named
Beneficiaries Under Will.

NEW YORK. May »..The will of the
ate Maj. Gen. Daniel E. Sickles, which
vas read yesterday at the Sickles resi-
lence, named as ms neirs tnree 01 nis

jrandchildren.Daniel 15. Sickles, ten
.ears old, son of Stanton Sickles; Chrisophersen< !rackenthorpu, thirteen years
>ld, and Ida Blanche Crackenthorpe,
deven. children of Mrs. Ida Sickles

Craekenthorpe, whose husband is connectedwith the British consular service.
A legacy of $5,000 was left to Gen.

Horatio King, and smaller legacies to

servants.
The value of the estate, according to

the attorney for the late general, would
ze small. The only property owned by
the general at the time of his death was

his home in lower 5th avenue and
against this were two mortgages. Gen.
Sickles inherited most of the large fortuneleft by his father, who at one time
owned practically all of New Rochelle,

Y. It was estimated at about
£5,000,000, but dwindled to nothing in unfortunatespeculations.

To Plow Up Old Eace Track.
EMERYVILLE, CaL. May IK.-Meryvilletrack, where racing made Its last

stand, is to be plowed up and converted
into a tract for homes, if plans favored
by city trustees are carried out. A petitionto run a street through* the old
racing course was in circulation today
and the trustees are said to be in favor
of it.
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HOPE SOON TO SETTLE
UNION PLAZA AWARDS

Members of House Committee to Aid
in Straightening Existing

Tangle.

Definite action in the House of Representativesto close up the Union station
plaza awards matter will be taken after a

committee of the House calls on the
President and the Attorney General to
straighten out a tangle of legal technicalitieswhich the public buildings and
grounds committee discovered yesterday!
The committee is composed of Repre-

sentative Burnett of Alabama, ranking
member of the public buildings and

of Pennsylvania, Representative Summers
of Texas and Representative Barton of
Nebraska.

Conference Set for Monday.
It will endeavor to confer with PresidentWilson and Attorney General McReynoldsMonday in order to report to

the full committee Tuesday or Wednesday.
The subjects to be discussed, it is understood,do not include the general

fundamental principles of the proposal to
report out legislation for the relief of
the property owners who have been deprivedof their money because of objectionsto certain other property owners*
awards. That, Representative Post said
today, will remain in the legislation.

Resolution Corrects Errors.

Mr. Post introduced a third resolution j
on the subject today, correcting certain
errors in the previous resolutions introducedby him.
The technical and legal tangle concerns

the status of condemnation suits, whether
or not the condemnation under considerationhas been legally completed, etc. It is
understood that the technical difficulties
will be cleared away with speed after the
White House conference.

Competition for
2d Place Only

The extraordinary concentrationin advertising in The
Star is due to a like concentrationof the public in readingThe Star.

Again yesterday The Star j
printed more advertising
than all of its competitors
combined.

Advertising Figures
Local Display

Lines

The Evening Star . . 25,085
2d Newspaper .... 6,591
3d Newspaper .... 6,026
4th Newspaper .... 5,236

Total . * ..... . 17,853
Excess of Star Over 3
Combined 7,232

Advertising in The Star
at one cost sells the most
goods, because The Star has
practically double the circulationin Washington of any
other newspaper.
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THE LAST RECOGNITION.

TAXPAYERS' RUSH
SWAMPS BOARD

Citizens Seek Their New Tax
Ratings and File Their

Protests.

ASSESSOR RICHARDS
FORCED TO TAKE ACTION

All Appeals Must Hereafter Be in
fTT-ii.: V T» J 1.*
wnung.jiuiiiy xweuuufciims

in Sight.

With scores of persons applying for in-'
formation as to ratings on their property
under the new triennial assessment,
members of the board of equalization and
review today found themselves utterly
unable to cope with the situation with
respect to the handling of oral appeals.
Assessor William P. Richards announcedthat hereafter until the close

of the appeal period, Monday. June 1,
property owners will be required to submitall protests in writing. This decision.he explained, was made necessary
by congested conditions in his office
resulting from the eleventh hour rush
of taxpayers to ascertain the amounts
recorded against them in the new assessmentbooks.
Many of those who called at the office

both yesterday and today sought to
obtain the new ratings and to iile appeals
at the same time. This not only led to
confusion, but so delayed the work of
the office that it became apparent that
the limited time remaining in the appealperiod, would be insufficient for theboard to hear orally all protests which
owners might desire to make.

Should Reveal Offers.
In submitting written appeals owners

should set forth the amounts which have
been offered for their property and other
data that would tend to show its true
value, the assessor stated. Writers of the
communications will be summoned beforetlie board later, if there are any
points which the assessors desire to have
cleared up.
In many sections of the city practicallyno changes have been made in the

new assessment, Mr. Richards said. For
example, the northeast, southeast and
southwest sections of the city proper
carry the same assessment ligures as at
present, with the exception of certain
alterations in the ratings on corner properties.
Changes were made all over the countyand in three-fourths of these cases

appeals already have been submitted.
Georgetown was not disturbed with the

exception of changes mainly in the case
of business properties on K and M
streets.

May Reduce Amounts.
It is stated that the board, in making

Its equalizations, will, in all probability,
reduce the amounts now carried on much
of the residential property of George- '

town.
In the section between Ttli and 14th

streets, north of Massachusetts avenue,
no increases are recorded. Some reductionswere, made in this section and
others are in view.
The same is true of the area west of

20th street and south of M street in the
city limits.
Bloomingdale and Le Droit Park ar^

other sections in which no changes have
been recorded.

It was stated by officials of the assessor'soffice today a majority of those
who requested information during the
last two days as to the new ratings have
found that the amounts assessed against
them are the same as ftt present.
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NAVALPLUCKING BOART
IS SEVERELY CRUICISEB

Representative Britten Convinced
New Retirement System

Is Necessary.

Severa rriHr.iKm of the naval nlifrrkine
board was made today by Representative
Britten of Illinois, member of the House
naval affairs committee, who at the
same time introduced a bill for the completeabolition of this board. In a statementmade by Mr. Britten he quotes AdmiralDewey, president of the general
board of the navy, as saying the present
retirement system is replete with errors.
In place of the plucking board RepresentativeBritten proposes a retirement

system for the least efficient line officers
of the navy, to be controlled by the Secretaryof the Navy, who is empowered
to retire officers only on their records
from the time they leave Annapolis. The
bill is framed on the theory that many
efficient officers have been ill-treated by j
the plucking board. Mr. Britten, who
heard some of the testimony in the 1

Capt. Templin Potts case, and the re- 1

cent testimony in the Capt. Rust case, 1

said today he is convinced of the necessityfor a new system of retirement.

Dewey Opposes Present System. '

Mr. Britten said: 1
"Admiral Dewey told mo last weunes-i'

day that the present system of retire-
nient was wrong and should be improv-
cd. and that the plucking board is now

each year retiring able and efficient officerscapable of giving the country many
years more of valuable service, but that
this duty is imposed upon them by law
and can only be remedied by act of Con- '

gross.
<

"Secretary Daniels has Just appointed
Rear Admirals Southerland, Knight, Mc- ^
Lean, Caperton and Reynolds to compose
the plucking board for this year, and it is 1

their duty to select for retirement fifteen 1
officers now in the navy between the ]
ranks of lieutenant and captain and many y
an officer will remain on the anxious seat
until after July 3, when the findings of
the board are announced." t

m
t

EDMUND GERSON DEAD.
i

Was One of the Pioneer Theatrical *

Men of the Country. ;

NEW YORK. May 22..Edmund Gerxon. '

one of the pioneer theatrical men of this f

country, died yesterday at his home, here, i

Mr. Gerson. who was sixty-six years of 1

age, was the manager in the early eighties 1

of the original "Black Crook" company,

produced by Kiralfy, and toured the *

country with that organization and with
"Around the World in Eighty Days" and
Michael Strogoff." He brought Carmencitato this country, and that dancei;
created a sensation at the old Koster &
Bial's music hall. ]

Liner Baltic in Collision.
UVERPOOK May 22..The White Star

liner Baltic, which sailed yesterday for
New York, collided today with the steamerClarrlel off Holyhead. The liner did
not suffer any damage and proceeded on T

iu voyage to New York. The Clarrie 1

was only slightly damaged. i
I

THE DAY IN CONGRESS. [
Senate: g

Met at 11 a.m. j
Resumed tolls exemption debate. i
Bill to create aviation section in f

army signal corps approved by t

military affairs committee. t

House: c

Met at 11 a.m. 1
Interstate trade commission bill 1

again considered under five-minute *

rule with prospect of passage be- |
fore night. T

t
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SEEKER'S FATE NOW
IN HANDS!JURY

Verdict in Celebrated Murder
Case Expected Within

a Few Hours.

JFE OF EX-POLICEMAN
DEMANDED BY WHITMAN

lurors Instructed by Court That
They Shall Not IgnoreCircumstantialEvidence.

NEW YORTC, May 22..Thr case 01
Charles Becker, on trial for the seeonc
time for instigating- the murder of Tier
nan Rosenthal, was given into the hand?
3f the jury at 12:52 o'clock this afternoon
Supreme Court Justice Seabury had beer
nearly three hours in delivering iiif
harge. Justice Seabury began his charge
it 10 o'clock this morning.
Becker appeared in court a few minitesafter the jury was seated. His wife

sat at the side of the room.

"This defendant." began Justice Sea
bury, "is charged with murder in tin
First degree. The people do not clain
that he flred the shot i: iv killed Rosenthal,but they charge him with procuringthe commission of the crime.

Guilt of the Plotter.
"If this defendant, as a lieutenant ol

wlice, had a murder done justice denandsthat he be convicted and punished
>y being sentenced to death. But he musi

>e proved guilty beyond reasonable
loubt."
Justice Seabury read the jury severa

statutes dealing with the crime of murierto show that in law a man who pro
;ured or aided in the commission of mur

ler is to be considered a principal.
"If this defendant," he went on. "eithei

iirectly or indirectly procured the mur

ler of Herman Rosenthal he is guilty as

harged.
"The state has introduced both direct

ind circumstantial evidence. The lav
ioes not act upon circumstantial evi
ience alone. It does act. however, wher
some direct evidence is introducd. Juror:
should not disregard circumstantial evi
lence simply because it is such."
The charge was worded with scrupulou:

care. Time and again Justice Seabun
told the grave audience in the jury bo:
about contradictory evidence, "i'ours ii
to decide which you shall believe. Jus
tice does not require a victim. If thi;
defendant is innocent it would be ter
rible to find him guilty because of an;
prejudice that might be held agains
him. But you must not allow your judg
ment to be influenced by any sympathy.
The jury sat in silence while the usua

motions for dismissal of the case wer
made and then nied quietly to their roorr
Becicer went back to his cell in th

Tombs and his wife went to luncheon a
a nearby restaurant.
The jury made no attempt to begin de

liberations at once. In the custody o
court officers the twelve men went t<
luncheon at an uptown hotel.

Early Verdict Is Expected.
A quick verdict was expected, man:

who have followed the course qf the tria
predicting that Becker would know hi:
fate withihfef1 *ew hours, probably lat>
today.
Nineteen months ago it took the jur:

eight nours to reach its verdict o

guilty. This was set aside by the cour
ot appeals, necessitating the present trial
In the trial now drawing to a close tin
state put thirty-three witnesses 011 th<
stand to establish the guilt of Becker
the defense produced twenty-six to con
trovert this evidence. Becker did no
appear on the stand, having been dis
Buaded from testifying by his counsel.
a prominent witness lor the state a

:he nrst trial who aid not appear this
time was Sam Schepps, whose testi
xiany was discredited in the court o:
appeals opinion reversing the verdict o:
fuiity.
The trial was brought to a close las

night, so far as the defense and prose
.'Ution was concerned, with two of tin
most dramatic appeals tor the life ant
for the death of a man on trial evei
neard in the criminal courts building. Tin
-rush to hear the closing arguments waj
not exceeded even when E,velyii Thav
was giving her testimony in defense o
Harry Thaw for the murder of .Stanfora
VV nile.

Wants the "Big Criminal."
District Attorney Whitman spoke for
hree hours at the night session, taking
jut of .the mouth of "Jack" Sullivan,
witness for the defense whom Mr. Man.onhad lauded as a man deserving o1
:he jury's commendation, the words of
lis testimony that "Whitmati wants
Becker" and shouting, "Of course I
want Becker. I want the big criminalwantthe man back of it all. I want
he man who inspired and engineered
his whole monstrous crime."
Sullivan, sometimes known as the "kins

>f newsboys," whose real name is Jacob
ieich. then came in for a scathing delunciationat the hands of the district
ittorney.
Reverting to the murder, the district

ittorney criticised the killing of Rosenhalwith dramatic emphasis.
"The crack of those pistols in 4.'Jrd

street was a detianee of our American
nstitutions." he declared, "and the billetsfrom those pistols liissed a chalengeto our civilization."

SERIOUS FOREST FIRES
RAGING IN WASHINGTON

iVarm Weather, Absence of Bain and
Brisk Winds Cause of Grave

Conditions.

OLYMPIA. Wash., May 22..Warm
veather, absence of rain and brisk winds
iave led to a serious forest tire situation
ri this state. Twenty fires are burning,
>raetically none is listed as under con-mHrfrMilpii nmti'ii

tills timber as it progresses, is running
hrough trees in Lewis county, having
itarted at Independence. State Forester
"errls has ordered out all western Washngtoncounty tire wardens. Hundreds of
ire lighters already are in the field for
he Washington forest fire association,
he state and federal authorities.
A bad fire 011 ti- North Palix. Pacific

:ounty, was report-.u Pour fires in the
iumptulips district ami one near the
fhurston county lines were reported from
'hehalis county. Clallam county reportidfires near Solduca and Gettysburg,
n eastern Snohomish and King counties
lumerous tires are burning, the ^rorst
teing near Gold Bar and Skykomijp.
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Exact Purpose of ConstitutionalistDelegate to Peace
Conference Unknown.

MUCH INTEREST EVINCED
IN LATEST ANNOUNCEMENT

Both American and Mexican SpokesmenExpress Encouragement
Over Outlook.

f NIAGARA FAl.T.S. Ontario Ma; 2=-.
I Confronted with the announcement from
Washington that the constitutionalist*

? were planning to send a representative
nore the mediators as well as tip- Amcrjican and Mexican delegates awaited wit it

i much interest today some deiinite word
s as to his mission.

Until the exact purposes o!" a constitu-tionalist representative here are officially
communicated to the mediators they will
be unable to determine whether he can

- be admitted into the negotiations.
i A midnight conference of the thtce
i mediators and the Uuerta delegates dis-cussed various possibilities in this «-<_>u-nection. but no conclusion was uiuh

stoodto have been reached in view of
the absence of definite information. In
the meantime the Huerta commission* :a

I were in communication with Washing.ten and Mexico City about the pr« liint\nary phases of the questions to be dislcussed in the mediation itself. No formal
> conferences were planned tor toda>,
much of the time being set aside for
sightseeing and social entertainment. Informaltalks between the mediators ami

" the commissioners, however, are not sub
- ject to regular schedule, so that the day
was expected to develop further conversations.'

r Speculation as to Powers.
The possible entry of constitutionalists5 into the gathering here was of absorbing

Interest to the mediation colony. Oil
f just what basis the constitutionalist emis1
sary would reopen negotiations with llie
three South American diplomats o< ea<sioned much interest among the princi.pals to the parleys. The only word that
had come of the constitutionalists' inten-

s tlons was contained in press dispatches.
It was confidently expected that bot'me

^ any emissaries would conic here some
j communication would be made, to the

mediators, though it also was suggested
s that the visit of the new delegate might

be purely informal, reserving explanation
y of his mission for a personal call.
t Those here conversant with the atti_tude previously assumed by the eonstitu.tionalists with reference to the media

Ition were of the opinion that their del«egate would come without previous com,munication and advise the mediators
that he had been authorized to give thetn

t any information desired about the constitutionalistpurposes and program.
Many constitutionalists or" prominence

I have long realized the value to the in of
having a man on the ground where the
destinies of the southern republic me

being discussed in a forum commanding
world-wide attention. This fact is known
to the mediators, who. however, are most

y curious to learn whether Gen. Carranza
j has authorized the sending of a representativehere and under what eircum8stances,
e

Vasconcelos Is Well Known.
' Jose Vasconcelos, mentioned as the
{ man who would represent the constitu1tionalists. is well known to many of the

Mexicans. He took a prominent part in
s the Madero revolution, being confidential
B agent at one time in Washington. He is

a close friend of Gen. Uarranza. lie
has been in the United States for the

t past few months looking after the inter-ests of the constitutionalist cause arid is
now said to be in Montreal. He is .1

t young man, dui nas acnievea success in
3 Mexico City.

The mediators learned from the Ameifican delegates in an hour's conference
f late yesterday that the Washington governmentha 1 appro\ed the course of pro
t cedure ouihriel Wednesday night to Jus-tice Lamar and Frederick \V. Leliniann.
2 covering, it is said, the consideration
1 first of nil of the series of inch.!, m.,
r growing «;t:t of th. arrest at Tampi
2 American bluejackets.
* While it is realized that the l.iiited
v States will demand reparation for the

J Tampico and subsequent incidents, it i
1 believed here that the substitution for

Huerta of a new government capable of
observing international obligations would
be acceptable to the Washington govern

. merit.
The selection of the bluejacket Incident

at Tampico as the starting point for- th*
discussion is in line with the emphasis
placed by the mediators on the purposes
of the conference..

Delegates Express Encouragement.
The mediators had their first opportunityyesterday to learn the character

of the powers held by the Mexican* com

missioners. but until disclosed by the
conference it probably will not be known

exactly under what conditions Gen.
Huerta will retire.
Both the Mexican and American representatives< \pressed encouragement over

what appeared to them smooth progress
thus far. No hitch has occurred, tlio
said. The mediators have been chiefly
exchanging ideas and getting the viewpointof the delegates. Thcv will con

tinue in th's manner until a point is
reached where benefits might conu from
a full conference, such as was inauguratedat the first formal session yesterday.
The session with the Mexican delegat-

yesterdaymorning was held at the r«

quest of the mediators, but the conferem ..

in the afternoon with the Americans came

about as a result of a formal call by tinlatteron Minister Buarez. The American
commissioners incidentally told Minister
Suarez that they had received word from
President Wilson since the talk Wednesdaynight, and Ambassador L>a (lan a

and Minister Kaon were summoned by
Mr. Suarez. The conference lasted marlyan hour.

It was generally understood afterward
that the procedure mapped out by t!>»
mediators has been approved at Washington.
Last night the mediators and Americans

and Mexican delegates were guests of
Martin Burrell. Canadian minister of

agriculture, who gave an official dinner
to the visitors on behalf of the Canadian
government.

President and Cabinet Get
Reports From Conference of
Mediators at Niagara Falls

President Wilson discussed with the
cabinet today the reports received from
American Commissioners Lamar and

Lehmann at the Niagara Falls mediation
conference. As the cabinet members assembledfor the regular semi-wefcklv
meeting all of them reiterated expressjpns


